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As my first semester at Golden
West College comes to an end, I
look forward to the winter break,
but I am also very excited to go
back for the spring semester. At
first college seemed intimidating,
but after only a couple days I felt
comfortable and ready to take on
the school year. The freedom
and independence that college
offers allowed me to learn time
management, planning, and
responsibility.…

PICNIC WRAP UP
This years annual picnic was back at the Ranch and was a huge success. We had
our biggest crowds to date, with so many years represented. We want to thank
everybody for making this such a huge success. The various clubs and
organizations were there selling food, beverages and crafts. For the second year
the Art Department was selling Ice-cream in bowls made by students. The screen
printing club did demonstrations and sold Rancho gear made on site. Auto shop
demonstrated their skills with an engine teardown. It was such a great day with
so many new and old faces. We even had Rancho Alumni/Mayor of Garden
Grove Steve Jones in attendance.
We are already planning next year’s event and would love to hear from you with
suggestions on how to make the 2018 event even better.

“I love to learn and read and the John Collard Memorial
scholarship has helped me immensely.” ~Emma

more Emma on page 6

A FEW THINGS WE’VE BEEN DOING
SENIOR BREAKFAST
It was June and the smell of bacon and carbohydrates were
in the air for the annual Senior Breakfast. We were there
to meet and congratulate the latest Vaq Alumni. The
graduating seniors are given a free year membership to
RA3. We are proud to have signed up 46 new members.
We were able to watch the slide presentation of their
senior year in review and you could see how close of a
community Rancho students continue to be. It was also
noted how many 2nd generation Vaqueros’ are graduating
this year. It was a fun morning and we felt lucky to be
included on this day when these young adults begin the
next step in their lives.

Second Generation Rancho Alumni

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
This summer we had a few changes to our Board of Directors, some great new faces and a few switches in positions. Click
here for more information on your Board and see some amazing hair styles while you are at it. RA3 Directors meet the
second Saturday of every month. If you are interested in joining us please reach out; we would love to hear from you.

VAQUERO ACCOMPLISHMENTS


The 2017 Cross-Country season was one of the
most successful in the past 9 years. The Boys’
Varsity team went undefeated, 5 – 0, in dual
meet competition, and capped off the regular
season with a win at League Finals and went on
to win the Garden Grove League championship.
The first perfect season since 2009 and the first
title since 2008.



Ladies Varsity Basketball won the Ocean View Classic Tournament and special congratulations to Tanya C for her
role as Tournament MVP and Thao T and Theresa T for taking all-Tournament Honors



Dec 10th Rancho ASB spread a little holiday cheer at Rowntree (Formerly Quaker Gardens) decorating cookies and
visiting the residents.



Students collected toys for the annual Spark of Love Toy Drive this year.

FUNDRAISERS


Rancho Track Boosters will be holding their 6th annual 5K Fun Run on February 24th at Mile Square Park in
Fountain Valley. Registration is open and RA3 is proud to once again be a sponsor of this great event. RE GISTER
HERE.



Rancho VSA will be having a Fundraiser at Ding Tea, located at 9828 Garden Grove Blvd in Garden Grove from
January 8th through the 21st.

NOTABLE ALUMNI
SANTA PHIL

“I’M THAT GUY WHO’S COMING TO TOWN”
Despite this being the most wonderful and
busiest time of the year our own Santa Phil
Pierce took some time to share a little of his
personal little holiday magic.
RA3 In what neighborhood did you live in
Garden Grove?
SP While growing up in Garden Grove I
lived in three different neighborhoods. The
first was on Lucille Ave. near Magnolia and

Lampson. Next was Ditmore Dr, where I
lived until I had completed the 5th grade.

And then in the summer of ’69 we moved to Vons Dr, where I lived until 1978.
RA3

Do you still have family in Garden Grove?

SP My mom and my sister, Pam, still live in Garden Grove – right next door to each other! Mom
is still in the same house on Vons Dr that we moved to in ’69, and Pam bought the house next to it
with her husband in the early 90’s.
RA3 Did your experiences at Rancho Alamitos HS help build your character for college and
professional life?
SP I was basically a shy kid when I began my freshman year at Rancho. In large groups of people
I was always very quiet when I’d first come into contact with them. As my first year at Rancho
began I was on the freshman football team, marching band and orchestra. All of these were large
groups of new people, but I soon found myself becoming more comfortable around them and
made fast friends with several people in all three groups. Strangely enough, as shy as I could be at
times – I was never nervous or had any fear of performing with the marching band at halftime
shows for the football games or at school assemblies. As a matter of fact, at one assembly that
took place near the Christmas holiday, I came out to conduct the band for the song “The Stripper”
– dressed as Santa Claus. As the song progressed I began stripping off the Santa costume until all
I was wearing were long underwear shirt and pants! Who knew that 40 years later I would be
donning a Santa costume again? But, more on that later.
Another defining moment was when I became involved in the annual “Kampus Kapers” talent
show during my sophomore, junior and senior years. I was part of a comedy troupe that included
Bill Sylvester, Kevin Araki, Danny Yruretagoyena and Traci Rayburn. I co-wrote the sketches for
all three years with Bill Sylvester, and Emceed the show in my junior year with Craig Johnson and
in my senior year with Bill Sylvester. This ignited a writing and performing flame in me that
continues to this day.
RA3 What was your graduating class year at Rancho?
SP I graduated in the nation’s bicentennial year of 1976!
RA3
What were the songs playing on the radio and movies in the theater during your high
school years?
SP Movies were a wide variety for the times. “The Godfather” (my all-time favorite movie!), “The
Exorcist”, “Jaws”, “The Sting”, “All The President’s Men” to name a few. Music was Led Zepplin,
Queen, Creedence Clearwater Revival, Chicago, David Bowie, John Denver, Jim Croce, Carole
King.
RA3
Do you stay in touch with fellow alumni, attend reunions, etc. of Rancho?
SP Like many Rancho alumni, I’ve stayed in touch with other alumni through Facebook. There
are some that I’ve continued to be in touch with via email, texting and in person when I’ve visited
southern California a few times over the years.
RA3
Please provide a biography of your accomplishments after high school at Rancho i.e.
college and professional career.
SP I worked at Disneyland starting in 1976 as a Jungle Cruise skipper. I continued working in
attractions in both Adventureland/Frontierland and Tomorrowland off and on for the next
several years until I became a supervisor in attractions & merchandise in
Adventureland/Frontierland. I also worked for a period of time on The Log Ride and then as a
stuntman at Knott’s Berry Farm. In the early 90’s I held the position of Manager of Guest
Relations at CBS Television City and then at NBC Studios in Burbank. At NBC a great deal of my

time was spent working with “The Tonight Show starring Johnny Carson” during his last year and
a half on the air. What a great piece of TV history to be involved in! While I was working at NBC, I
also had a side job working as the audience coordinator for the first five seasons of “Seinfeld”.
After my time at the studios I was part of the management team that opened The Arrowhead
Pond of Anaheim – now known as The Honda Center. I was there for eight and a half years as the
Event Services Manager. In ’04 I began writing scripts and curriculum for The reThink Group. In
late’04 my whole family moved to the Atlanta, GA area because I started writing full time for
reThink.
year-round, 5 days a week employment as
their Santa! That, along with my daughter
started at The University of Tennessee this
past Fall, led to my whole family moving to
Knoxville, TN. My This past May I
auditioned and got the part as Mall Santa
in “A Bad Moms Christmas”, which is now
in theatres. It was an amazing experience
to get to act alongside Mila Kunis, Kristen
Bell and Kathryn Hahn. My scene was shot
at Phipps Plaza in Atlanta at midnight. I
had a blast! During the time that children
were present on the set, everyone – cast
and crew – called me “Santa” since some of
the kids thought I was the real Santa. I was
also asked back a month later to shoot part
of an additional scene that can be seen
during the end credits. I’m also on the
official poster and in most of the theatrical
trailers and TV commercials. I guess that
After being frequently asked by random
you could say that my “Stripping Santa”
children if I was Santa Claus, I decided to
performance at a high school assembly 40
try working as a professional Santa in
years earlier had to come full circle…in a
2013. I started booking appearances in the
way. I love being a year-round, full time
greater Atlanta that first year, and in the
Santa. I have acted in various small parts
following couple of years my appearances
in a few unforgettably movies, but being
soon grew to include Alabama, South
involved with “A Bad Moms Christmas”
Carolina, North Carolina and Tennessee.
was truly a bucket list experience! I
In July of ’16 I began appearing every
continue to write scripts for retThink as a
weekend at The Incredible Christmas Place
contract writer and will soon be working
in Pigeon Forge, TN. It’s the largest yearon a book based on my Santa experiences
round Christmas store in the south!
and stories that I share on Facebook.
Exactly one year later, the store offered me
RA3
Did you have a teacher, counselor or sport coach that made a difference for you during
your high school years at Rancho?
SP Mr. Perales (Band and Orchestra teacher) and Coach Jim McFralene (Freshman baseball and
P.E.) were two teachers that taught me discipline, character and fairness. I cherish mytime with
both of these mentors and amazing men.
RA3
What were the extracurricular activities that you participated in during your high school
years at Rancho, i.e. drama, sports, Associated Student Body (ASB)?
SP I played football my freshman year and baseball all four years at Rancho.

Presidents Message
Fellow Vaqueros,
It is incredible to think that six months has passed since I communicated with
all of you.
In the spirit of the holidays I would like to express my sincere appreciation to
the Board of Directors, Advisers and Rancho Alamitos Liaisons for their selfless
time and effort. Please believe me when I tell you that they make my position
as President of the Alumni Association EASY.

President’s Message

ALL CLASS ANNUAL RANCHO
PICNIC WILL BE HERE
BEFORE YOU KNOW IT!!!
If you haven’t circled the date yet, there
is no time like the present to reserve
Saturday, June 9, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

BECOME A MEMBER

Beginning in the New Year we will start a new website program to promote,
advertise and otherwise encourage our fellow Rancho alumni to patronize
other Rancho Alumni business owners. So, if you are an alumni business
owner please forward your business information to
infobiz@ranchovaqueros.com so that we can include you on the business
bulletin board. We currently have a hand full of alumni business owners that
have provided info and they are as follows: Apple Pharmacy, National Screen
Print & Embroidery, SOUTHWEST Dedicated Services, Party Lite, Big Ron’s Auto
Body, Level 10 Security, and more to come.
I would like to wish each of you and your families the warmest of the Holiday
Season. I hope to hear from you in the New Year and pray for prosperity for
each and every one.
GO VAQUEROS!!
Kind regards,
Dennis Jimenez, c/o 1976
President

Membership is simple and TAX DEDUCTIBLE. You can send us a check or join through our website through PayPal
using your credit card. Designate it is for membership, $10.00 for one year or $100.00 for a lifetime membership.
http://www.ra3vaqueros.com/NewRa3/memberInfo/becomeMember.html

EMMA, CON’T

I love to learn and read and the John Collard Memorial scholarship has
helped me immensely with that. After receiving the list of books I needed
for the semester I was able to purchase my books right away while still
having money left over to buy my books for the spring semester. My
favorite class was probably Statistics or Intro Kinesiology. I liked
statistics because I like math in general and the professor was very
thorough. I enjoyed Kinesiology because it is my major and I learned a
lot about physical activity, sports, and how the body functions.
This past fall semester was also very exciting because I am on the
Golden West soccer team. Being able to continue playing soccer in
college has allowed me to expand my knowledge of the game and my skill
level. I have learned a lot from my teammates and coaches who have
constantly pushed me and believed in me. As student-athletes, we all
push each other on and off the field. Whether it’s cheering for each other
on the field or taking the time to make study groups, the student-athlete
atmosphere is so encouraging and exciting.
Right now, my goal is to transfer to San Francisco State University to play soccer or to transfer to Long
Beach because they have a good Kinesiology program. While I am still looking at what schools I would be
interested in going to, I know that with a degree in kinesiology, I plan to specialize in coaching and then
eventually athletic training. I’m hoping in the future, if given opportunity, I can go back to Rancho to
coach girls soccer.

